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Chen Baozhen，a provincial magnate of Hunan province in Late Qing Dynasty, 
who supported the Reform Movement, comes from Yiningzhou (Xiushui, nowadays), 
Jiangxi province.  
Chen Baozhen was born in a traditional family, which attached great importance 
to education. Chen’s lifetime was divided into four stages by passing the provincial 
civil service examination under the old Chinese examination system (1852), 
undertaking an actual official position (1880), and taking charge of the governor of 
Hunan province (1895). As a vindicator of the Qing Dynasty, Chen Baozhen had 
strong convictions of Chinese civilization. He disapproved of radical political reform 
that Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao claimed. Meanwhile, Chen Baozhen stood for 
the gradual political reform, which was way beyond the westernization drive thought.  
With his practical thoughts, Chen Baozhen introduced the idea of learning from 
the Western civilization and practicing the educational reform. He devoted major 
efforts to developing education and accelerating the development of science, 
technology and education in the western region. In order to train more qualified 
people who had a good combination of Chinese and Western knowledge to meet the 
needs of the country. 
Chen’s educational practice was discussed by five aspects: Descendants, Official 
Associates, Inhabitant, Military and Female. The education we are discussing here 
including his own words and deed and educational elements in the political practice 
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